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Dear Lemur Friend,
Thank you so much for your interest in Lemur Love, our 
U.S.‑based non‑profit organization (EIN 46‑1174852). 

We have lots of news to share as 2016 was an exciting and 
productive year for us! 

We spent 2 months in Madagascar and travelled to 6 lemur sites. 
While there, we collected 73 ring‑tailed lemur fecal samples for our 
forensic genetics research project – these will help us understand 
where lemurs are being captured for the illegal pet trade. 

We also launched our “Keeping Lemurs Wild” campaign 
in Madagascar. This campaign, which included a launch event 
and placement of 675 waterproof posters, likely reached over 
10,000 people in Madagascar!

Additionally, we formed an important partnership with “Mirindrasoa,” 
a rural women’s association in Madagascar – this will help forward 
our conservation goals for lemurs, and assist in the women’s local 
business development endeavors in 2016 and beyond.

Our social media also grew significantly this year. Our largest 
Facebook reach was from Madagascar’s Independence Day, 
where we had a post reach 52,695 people. Wow! 

We are deeply grateful for your support through fundraising dollars, 
social media engagement, and heartfelt encouragement. We hope 
you will join with us for an even more ambitious 2017 as we work 
together to inspire love for lemurs and ensure that Madagascar’s 
wildlife and people thrive!

Marni LaFleur, Ph.D. 
Executive Director and Founder, Lemur Love, Inc.

Lemur Love Annual Report 2016
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LEMUR LOVE 2016 
ORGANIZATIONAL 
HIGHLIGHTS

Our main community – on Facebook – grew 280% over the 
course of the year. This was coupled with greater volunteer 
infrastructure. We added Holly Schneider Brown, an experienced 
program manager and strategist, to the Lemur Love Board, and 
Lauren Petronaci to the team as a Special Project Coordinator 
and creative artist. Lauren’s whimsical “Lemurings” drawings were 
instrumental in bringing in new audiences from around the world.

Lemur Love had significant organizational growth in 2016 
– from our online community and volunteer infrastructure 
to the refinement of our mission and programs, as well 
as the development of collaboration opportunities that will 
help us to be more effective and increase our reach.

939
Jan 1, 2016

2,637
Dec 31, 2016

Facebook Likes
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As Lemur Love continued to develop, the Board realized that 
it was time to update the organizational mission to better reflect 
the nature and aims of our work. After much discussion and 
analysis, the Board aligned on the following mission:

Inspiring love for lemurs. 
Advancing knowledge 
and supporting action 
so Madagascar’s wildlife 
and people thrive.

While the mission is intended to support lemurs broadly, our species focus 
is the endangered ring‑tailed lemur, given the acute needs of this species 
and the lack of awareness of their current conservation status.

Lemur Love:

Lemur Love Annual Report 2016
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Inspiring Love for Lemurs
• Building a worldwide community of lemur lovers through 

a fun and engaging social media presence

Advancing knowledge
• Field research and publication

• Scientific advising of lemur rescue facilities in Madagascar

• Education and awareness

• Advocacy for conservation of ring‑tailed lemurs

Supporting action 
so Madagascar’s wildlife 
and people thrive
• Combatting the illegal pet trade

• Increasing economic livelihoods in affected communities

LEMUR LOVE MISSION
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LEMUR LOVE 
PROGRAM 
OUTCOMES 
IN 2016

Lemur Love recognizes that we cannot succeed through our 
actions alone and that partnerships and collaboration are essential 
to achieving our mission. As a result, we worked with multiple 
organizations in 2016, including the following:

• Pet Lemur Survey

• Groupe d’Etude et de Recherche sur les Primates 
de Madagascar (GERP)

• ONG Reniala Lemur Rescue Center 

• University of Toliara

• WWF Madagascar

• Association Filana

• Conservation International

• Margot Marsh Biodiversity Fund

• Ministry of Environment and Forests Madagascar

• Madagascar Wildlife Conservation (MWC)

• Hunter College Primate Molecular Ecology Lab (PMEL)

• Lemur Conservation Network

In addition, Lemur Love also explored membership in organizations 
that would increase the reach of its work. Acknowledging that 
collaboration with accredited zoos would be critical for our 
outreach goals, we became an Association of Zoos & Aquariums 
(AZA) Conservation Partnership member (#81024149).

COLLABORATION
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LEMUR LOVE PROGRAM 
OUTCOMES IN 2016
Inspiring Love for Lemurs
• Annual World Lemur Day online festivities – Lemur Love 

provided the official logo for the international event and 
hosted online activities, so that all could participate in World 
Lemur Day, regardless of whether they had access to a local, 
in‑person event.

• Development of free and accessible engagement opportunities, 
such as online photo and art contests, trivia, and children’s 
activity‑ and coloring‑sheets.

• Volunteer Lauren Petronaci developed a lemur cartoon – 
“Lemurings” – that has captured the hearts of lemur lovers 
worldwide and brought in many new followers.

Lemuries
In 2015, Marni LaFleur had introduced the “Lemuries” – handmade 
wool felt lemur ornaments. These were very popular, so we held 
several Lemurie auctions in 2016 that brought in a significant 
amount of funds and also generated excitement in our community.

• Developed lemur merchandise to address 

an untapped market niche. A January 
survey of our followers showed us that 

there is an unmet need for lemur‑themed 

items to purchase. As a result, 
we introduced several t‑shirt campaigns 

that brought in fundraising dollars and 
help our followers to raise awareness 
about lemurs in their everyday lives.

http://lemurconservationnetwork.org/world-lemur-festival-2016-what-happened/
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Advancing knowledge
• In 2016, Lemur Love received our first major 

grant – from the Margot Marsh Biodiversity 
Fund. This grant supported forensic genetic 
research with ring‑tailed lemurs that aims 
to pinpoint the origin of extraction for illegally 
trafficked ring‑tailed lemurs in Madagascar. 

• With the Margot Marsh grant, Lemur Love 
was able to conduct its 2016 field season 
in Madagascar. Sadly, this led to the discovery 
that wild ring‑tailed lemur populations have 
plummeted (~2,500 individuals).

• In August, Lemur Love gave several 
presentations of scientific research 
at the International Primatological Society 
Congress, Chicago, IL.

• Lemur Love aims to increase local capacity 
by training Malagasy university students. 
In 2016, Lemur Love trained two Masters‑level 
Malagasy students in field research methods 
from the University of Toliara.

• The online “Ask a Lemur Researcher 
Tuesday” program, in which anyone 
can ask a lemur or research question 
of Lemur Love’s scientists or a guest 
researcher, educated thousands of Lemur 
Love followers worldwide.

• We began fundraising in order to build a small 
paleontology‑themed Visitor’s Center at the 
Tsimanampesotse National Park (TNP), located 
in southwestern Madagascar. This Center will 
feature the spectacular subfossil lemurs (and 
other extinct Malagasy fauna), which have 
been discovered within the Park’s underground 
flooded caves, and use interpretive education 
materials to connect the significant extinctions 
that have occurred in Madagascar’s recent 
past with the threats faced by the lemurs 
at Tsimanampesotse today.

• Lemur Love led the advocacy efforts for 
the ring‑tailed lemur to be named on the  
IUCN/Conservation International “Top 25 
Most Endangered Primates” list in 2016 – 
2018, which will be announced soon. This 
is the first time the ring‑tailed lemur will 
be named on the list. Inclusion on this list 
can be very beneficial in raising awareness 
and funds for conservation.
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Supporting action so Madagascar’s 
wildlife and people thrive
• Lemur Love partnered with Pet Lemur Survey to conduct the 

‘Madagascar’s Treasure: Keeping Lemurs Wild’ campaign 
which was launched in July 2016. Hundreds (n = 675) 
of waterproof posters were distributed across the island 
in 3 different languages (English, French, Malagasy) and 
5 different dialects of Malagasy. We worked with 19 different 
NGOs to distribute the posters across the island. This initiative 
was funded in part by the National Geographic Conservation 
Trust and the Margot Marsh Biodiversity Foundation’s Primate 
Action Fund.

• Lemur Love provided expert insight on the illegal pet trade 
in a variety of major publications. We were quoted in NPR, 
Scientific American, Slate, and others. Read more in our
press clippings. This was particularly important, given the 
video of the lemur demanding back scratches that went 
viral and the subsequent interest in lemurs as pets.

• Lemur Love formed a partnership with 
the Mirindrasoa Women’s Association 
of Efotse, which is located just outside of the 
Tsimanampesoste National Park. We invested 
in their business, with the expectation that they 
will maintain the capital. Currently, they make 
and sell locally used goods. When we return 
this year we have agreed to provide training 
on how to make and sell goods to tourists – 
in other areas of Madagascar crafts, snacks 
and water are commonly sold to tourists, but 
this market has yet to be developed in Efotse.

lemurlove.org  |  info@lemurlove.orgLemur Love Annual Report 2016
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Total revenue:

$38,158.47
Total expenses:

$35,720.42

2016 FINANCIALS

 Programs: 92%

 Administrative: 2%

 Fundraising: 4%

 Merchandise: 3% 

Expenses: 

 Grants: 75%

 Donations: 21%

 Merchandise: 4%

Revenue:

lemurlove.org  |  info@lemurlove.org
19



21
Lemur Love Annual Report 2016 lemurlove.org  |  info@lemurlove.org

2017 PLANS AND 
EARLY OUTCOMES
2017 off to a productive start:

• Publication of article in Folia Primatologica

• Publication of a commentary piece regarding 
the illegal pet trade of lemurs in Nature

• Subsequent articles in mainstream media  
(e.g., NPR, Scientific American, Slate)

• Invited members of the IUCN Save Our Species (SOS) 
Lemurs workshop in Antananarivo

 » We have submitted two project applications to the 2017 
SOS Lemurs call for applications

• Invited talk at Staten Island Zoo 

 » We are investigating collaboration opportunities with 
accredited zoos

• Planning a large online auction of lemur‑ and Madagascar‑
related items to fundraise for the 2017 field season

We believe we are #StrongerTogether! Thus, Lemur Love 
is currently seeking partnerships with AZA‑accredited zoos 
to further our conservation impact. Interested in learning more? 
Send me an email: taraclarke@lemurlove.org

Tara Clarke, PhD, Director of Outreach, Lemur Love, Inc.

Lemur Love Annual Report 2016

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/312297182_Rapid_Decrease_in_Populations_of_Wild_Ring-Tailed_Lemurs_Lemur_catta_in_Madagascar
http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v541/n7636/full/541157d.html
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/extinction-countdown/ring-tailed-lemur-crashe/
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HOW YOU CAN 
HELP IN 2017

HOW YOU CAN HELP IN 2017

Donor programs:
• A donation of any size helps, as money goes far in Madagascar.

• Maki Monthly Giving Circle.

 » “Maki” is the Malagasy word for ring‑tailed lemur. Your 
recurring monthly donation will help Lemur Love to do its 
work on an ongoing basis and better plan for the future.

Quick – and free! – ways to support Lemur Love:

• Like us and follow us on social media.

 » On Facebook, make sure to select 
“See First” under the “Following” tab.

• Share our posts with your friends or write 
your own post and tag us.

• Comment on our posts and start/continue 
a dialogue.

All of the above actions will help increase our 
community size and the likelihood that our 
posts are seen, given social media algorithms!

Become part of the maki monthly 
giving circle and receive:
• Recognition in the Lemur Love annual report & social media.

• Annual inside scoop email update – be the first to know 
the latest news!

• A Lemurgram envelope with a Lemur Love sticker, a note 
from us, and perhaps a few other small surprises!

• Commit to donating $25 or more per month, and we will 
send you a one‑time gift of a Baby Lemurie handmade 
ornament in your Lemurgram.

• Commit to donating $50 or more per month, and we will 
send you a one‑time gift of an Adult Lemurie handmade 
ornament in your Lemurgram.

@Lemur_Love 

@lemurloveinc

Lemur Love Annual Report 2016

https://www.instagram.com/lemurloveinc/
https://twitter.com/lemur_love?lang=en
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Share your 
talent with 
Lemur Love:

• Do you have professional 
skills in grant writing, 
graphic design, film/video, 
and PR? We are looking 
for skilled volunteers  
to help us tell our story.

• Artists and craftspeople 
are invited to donate 
lemur‑ or Madagascar‑
themed items to the 
online auction in May.

• We need volunteers to 
create an online advocacy 
toolkit (i.e. talking points, 
sample social media 
comments and posts, etc.) 
to combat the use of “pet 
lemurs” in the media.*

• Help us plan activities 
for World Lemur Day 
2017 (end of October).

*(i.e. as enticements to travel to Madagascar 
or in other advertisements)

25
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Lemur Love Board 
of Directors:
• Marni LaFleur, Ph.D., Board President 

& Executive Director

• Tara Clarke, Ph.D., Board Secretary 
& Director of Outreach

• Holly Schneider Brown, Board Treasurer 
& Chief Operating Officer

Lemur Love Collaborators:
• Seheno Andriantsaralaza, Ph.D.

• Jacky Youssouf, Ph.D., University of Toliara

• Andrea Baden, Ph.D., Hunter College 
& Primate Molecular Ecology Lab (PMEL)

• Honore Reseva, MA student, 
University of Toliara

• Kim Reuter, Ph.D., Pet Lemur Survey

• Toby Schaeffer, Pet Lemur Survey

• Melissa Schaefer, Ph.D., Pet Lemur Survey

Lemur Love Volunteers:
• Lauren Petronaci

• Kari Allen, Ph.D.

• Lydia Greene

Lemur Love Annual Report:
• Mathias Appel, photography

• Liz Bonsey, design

Lemur Love Honor 
Roll of Donors
• Anonymous

• Kari Allen, Ph.D.

• Summer J. Arrigo‑Nelson, 
Ph.D.

• Cherisse Blanchard

• Holly and Michael Brown

• Combe Martin Wildlife 
and Dinosaur Park

• Katie Cupp

• Tina Del Carpio

• Duke University’s Roots 
& Shoots

• Deborah Fontana

• Jennifer Ganser and 
Andrew Haracourt

• Lisa Hathaway

• Karen Irwin, Ph.D. 
& Mitchell Irwin, Ph.D.

• Sara Jones

• Elizabeth (Lisa) Kelley, Ph.D.

• Barbara J. King, Ph.D.

• Donna and Mike LaFleur

• Karlyn Langjahr

• Michael Lidschreiber

• Little Rock Zoo

• Ashley McGee

• Jen Miller

• Anne Mertl Millhollen, Ph.D.

• Ruth Steel Mock, Ph.D.

• Ron Mombourquette

• Lauren Petronaci

• Nancy E. Raposa

• Red River AAZK

• Kim Reuter, Ph.D.

• Students of Salt Lake 
Community College

• Gena Sbeglia

• Greg Schneider

• Wayne and Cynthia 
Schneider

• Patty Shipman, Ph.D.

• B. Holly Smith

• Staten Island Zoo

• Michael Sutherland 

• Raymond and  
Vance Vagell

• Lynne Venart

• John Witzgall
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